infection of the brain to dementia G Trillo-Pazos, I P Everall Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) can cause both primary and secondary brain diseases. Numerous neuropathological studies have shown that up to 90% of patients with acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) have lesions in the nervous system. In this review, we discuss the entry of HIV into the brain, the general features of HIV associated neuropathology, the role of different brain cells in HIV mediated neuronal damage, and the putative molecular mechanisms involved. We conclude by correlating which factors might be important in the development of HIV associated dementia.
HIV entry into the brain It is unclear whether human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) enters the brain soon after the initial systemic infection or later during the course of the asymptomatic phase of disease.'-3 The brain is considered to be an "immune privileged site" as the blood-brain barrier (BBB) prevents free access to circulating cells and chemical substances. Free 
